
 

  

A New Normal: School 

Shootings 

With that in mind, there are different 

definitions on what a school shooting 

is according to what the general 

public and politicians. In this case, 

there was more use of firearms near 

or on school grounds that have 

injured or killed a few. One such 

example is the Harmony Learning 

Center, Maplewood, Minnesota, 

which was more of an accident when 

a small student would press the 

trigger of a law enforcement gun (No 

injuries were reported).  

 

Influenza, otherwise commonly known as the flu, is 

a highly contagious respiratory illness that is caused 

by influenza viruses. The flu tends to affect the 

throat, nose, and in extreme cases, the lungs, which 

are severe cases that could lead to death.  
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Freshly Squeezed News! 

For 26 years, the living memorial has 

stood center, enclosed in a circle, in front 

of the Trevor G. Browne High School 

auditorium, yet so many do not know 

about its existence or the person it 

honors. Now seen as just another old 

monument of the school’s history, the 

knowledge about it is fading, but the 

intention of the memorial was to forever 

memorialize a student that attended in 

the 90s. What was so special about this 

person that there was a tree erected in 

their honor? Who were they?  

 
The War on Drugs 

Drugs are not necessarily something 

new to our society or the human race. 

Drugs have been around since as far 

back as 440 B.C.E, as documented by 

Greek historian Herodotus, and even 

further back. In the United States, 

drugs such as heroin and marijuana 

were used in common over-the-

counter medicines in 1912, shown by 

the writers for Encyclopedia 

Britannica in their article about Bayer 

AG. In the 1800s, the Temperance 

Movement sought out to slow down 

and stop the consuming of alcohol—

it didn’t actually make a difference. 

Influenza Season 

Featuring work 

from new artists! 
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A New Normal: School Shootings

by Angel Arias 

After the massive amount of coverage on 

the unfortunate school shooting in Parkland, 

Florida, the media was quick to hop on the 

delicate issue of gun control and how school 

shootings have become much more common in 

the 21st century.  

So far, there have been 18 school 

shootings in the U.S since January 1, 2018. 

However, with how social media and the internet 

have quickly reacted, the numbers have been 

taken out of proportion, which leads to 

inconsistency on the issue of school shootings 

and how it affects the laws that can be placed to 

protect schools. There were 18 schools where 

firearms were used, but by splitting up what 

happened at each school and really defining what 

counts as a school shooting, the way that it can be 

more accurately said is that there were around 7 

school shooting attacks which included firearms 

being used during school and injuring or killing 

people. These schools include: Italy High School, 

Italy, Texas, Marshall County High School, 

Benton, Kentucky, or Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

High School, Parkland, Florida. (Full school 

shooting list found on NY Daily News). With that 

in mind, there are different definitions on what a 

school shooting is according to what the general 

public and politicians. In this case, there was more 

use of firearms near or on school grounds that 

have injured or killed a few. One such example is 

the Harmony Learning Center, Maplewood, 

Minnesota, which was more of an accident when 

a small student would press the trigger of a law 

enforcement gun (No injuries were reported). 

Other such incidents that have occurred include a 

stray bullet being shot from a college dorm 

parking lot, hitting a window (No injuries were 

reported).  

The whole misconception that many 

school shootings that have been deadly is now a 

commonly said without looking at the whole 

context, as there have been more use of firearms 

in schools without injuring anyone. Of course, the 

heated debate on gun control is another story, but 

the truth is that the number of school shootings 

are rising, and that the use of guns during these 

scenarios have not hurt as many as have been 

reported. After the recent incident at Parkland 

High, Florida, the shooting has made more 

victims and has caused outrage. 

No matter whether you are pro or anti-

gun control, it must be kept in mind that the 

public often uses tragic incidents to favor political 

views rather than to solve the problems at hand, 

and personal research should always be done to 

avoid conjectures 
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A New Normal: School Shootings 

by Angel Arias 

 

After the 

massive amount 

of coverage on 

the unfortunate 

school shooting 

in Parkland, 

Florida, the media 

was quick to hop 

on the delicate 

issue of gun 

control and how 

school shootings have become much more 

common in the 21st century.  

So far, there have been 18 school 

shootings in the U.S. since January 1, 2018. 

However, with how social media and the Internet 

have quickly reacted, the numbers have been 

taken out of proportion, which leads to 

inconsistency on the issue of school shootings 

and how it affects the laws that can be placed to 

protect schools. There were 18 schools where 

firearms were used, but by splitting up what 

happened at each school and really defining what 

counts as a school shooting, the way that it can be 

more accurately said is that there were around 7 

school shooting attacks which included firearms 

being used during school and injuring or killing 

people. These schools include: Italy High School 

in Italy, Texas, Marshall County High School in 

Benton, Kentucky, and Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida (full 

school shooting list on NY Daily News). With 

that in mind, there are different definitions on 

what a school shooting is according to the general 

public and politicians. In this case, there was less 

occurrences of firearms near or on school 

grounds that injured or killed. One such example 

is the Harmony Learning Center in Maplewood, 

Minnesota, which was more of an accident. A 

small student pressed the trigger of a law 

enforcement gun (no injuries were reported). 

Other such incidents that have occurred include a 

stray bullet being shot from a college dorm 

parking lot, hitting a window (no injuries were 

reported).  

The misconception that many school 
shootings have been deadly is now commonly 
said without consideration of the whole context, 
as there has been more use of firearms in schools 
without injury. Of course, the heated debate on 
gun control is another story, but the truth is that 
the number of school shootings are rising, and 
that the use of guns during these scenarios have 
not hurt as many as have been reported. 
However, the recent shooting at Parkland, Florida 
has made more victims and has caused outrage. 

No matter whether you are pro or anti-
gun control, it must be kept in mind that the 
public often uses tragic incidents to favor political 
views rather than to solve the problems at hand, 
and personal research should always be done to 
avoid conjectures 
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Gun Control Now 
 

by Yulianna Uriarte 
 
The debate on gun control has been 

ongoing since the beginning of U.S. history. With 

the second amendment making it the right of the 

people to keep and bear arms, many argue that 

they should not have their basic rights taken away. 

Although this is part of the constitutional rights, 

others argue that with so many tragic incidents 

occurring such as the recent school shootings, 

more action should be taken in restricting who 

comes in control of firearms. This debate goes 

from guns being completely taken away, to 

restrictions on gun accessories, to just more 

background checks being taken when guns are 

purchased. 

After the school shooting at Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 

Florida that left 17 dead, the debate about how 

much the government should do in restraining the 

number of guns available to the public was 

revived. Country-wide school walk outs have 

taken place after this incident in protest to gun 

violence. Along with these protests, survivors of 

the shooting have come out to share their 

opinions. Emma Gonzalez, for example, along 

with multiple other survivors, has become the 

face of action in Florida. These teens have taken it 

upon themselves to speak out on the subject and 

host protests. They have spoken to Florida 

politicians, made it onto talk shows, and even 

started a campaign called the March for Our 

Lives. 

The March for Our Lives led a march on 

March 24, 2018 in Washington, D.C. to forward 

their campaign. Along with the march, they have 

begun a petition where anyone can sign up and 

help their cause. They believe in putting more 

restrictions in place. They have said they would 

not take away all guns but would like to see more 

action taken to make schools safer for students, 

teachers, and families. These teens are receiving 

much recognition for their actions and are being 

applauded for getting the attention of state 

officials and making changes happen. 

After being highly criticized, it seems that 

the government is beginning to reform gun laws. 

The government of Florida is raising the 

minimum age to purchase a semi-automatic 

weapon from 18 to 21. In Wisconsin, lawmakers 

are funding schools with state grants to provide 

more security and to hire armed security guards. 

In addition to providing funds, they are enforcing 

stricter punishments for gun sellers who sell to 

individuals prohibited from owning them. State 

legislature in Ohio introduced a bill that would 

ban assault weapons and remove any existing 

guns of that category. However, although efforts 

have been made to reduce violent incidents, 

politicians are still receiving criticism for not 

taking action quickly enough, and for not doing 

enough to actually keep schools safe. One thing 

that has received major critique is the of arming 

teachers. This idea has been proposed by multiple 

politicians and they have been accused of trying 

to make more money off guns. It also has been 

said to be too much for teachers to handle. As for 

the president, Donald Trump has announced that 

he will support several ways of restricting gun 

ownership. His reforms involve broadening 

background checks and raising the age 

requirement for gun owners to 21.  

Only now, because of recent events, and 

public backlash, has the government been moved 

to make changes concerning the bearing of arms. 

It appears that the debate on gun control will 

always be had, but now that times are changing, 

the laws are changing as well.  
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The War on Drugs

by Gisselle Salinas 

Drugs are not 

necessarily something new to 

our society or the human race. 

Drugs have been around since 

as far back as 440 B.C.E, as 

documented by Greek 

historian Herodotus, and even 

further back. In the United 

States, drugs such as heroin 

and marijuana were used in 

common over-the-counter 

medicines in 1912, shown by 

the writers for Encyclopedia 

Britannica in their article about 

Bayer AG. In the 1800s, the 

Temperance Movement 

sought out to slow down and 

stop the consumption of 

alcohol—it didn’t actually 

make a difference. In 1906, the 

Pure Food and Drug Act was 

passed by President Theodore 

Roosevelt in order to make 

sure manufacturers wouldn’t 

sell any poisonous food, drugs, 

medicine, and liquor in order to 

protect societal health. In 1914, 

the Harrison Narcotics Tax 

Act was passed to regulate and 

tax the production, 

importation, and distribution 

of opiates and cocaine 

products. It wasn’t until the 

1930s when drugs were 

beginning to be looked at 

differently, due to propaganda 

being spread about marijuana. 

It wasn’t until the 1970s when 

President Nixon officially 

declared the war on drugs.   

 One would think that 

the war on drugs would be 

efficient in stopping criminals 

from selling drugs and people 

from abusing them. But how 

helpful is this war in reality? 

Well… it’s actually only made 

matters worse. Efforts to stop 

drugs throughout history never 

have worked; humans will 

always find a way to get their 

hands on drugs. Throwing 

drug abusers and dealers in jail 

is a poor choice considering 

that people will likely find their 

product elsewhere. As a matter 

of fact, the drug war has only 

increased the use of drug abuse 

and sales.  The government has 

spent over millions of dollars 

attempting to bust marijuana 

farms, which has only caused 

marijuana farmers to switch to 

hydroponic grow rooms, and 

in turn only helped in creating 

a stronger product, stated and 

explained by Michael Pollan in 

his book The Botany of Desire 

:A Plant's Eye View of the 

World. 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention have collected 

mortality data and shown that 

80% of new heroin users 

started with prescription 

opioids such as the painkiller 

Oxycontin, which actually has 

been found to be more 

addictive and fatal than heroin. 

Sam Quinones even wrote in 

his book Dreamland: The True 

Tale of America's Opiate 

Epidemic, that the drug’s 

popularity skyrocketed, and 

greed drove merchandise for 

the drug to be made, making it 

easier to profit from despite 

users having suffered greatly 

due to their addiction to the 

medicine. It was even 

encouraged to give users higher 

doses in exchange for bonuses 

on doctor wages, as proven in 

an investigation by Harriet 

Ryan, Lisa Girion and Scott 

Glover for the Los Angeles 

Times.  

 Since it had been 

noticed that there is an opioid 

epidemic, medications have 

been made harder for patients 

to get. Ever since painkillers 

were made harder to get ahold 

of, heroin deaths have greatly 

increased. It has also caused an 

increase in other drug, such as 

heroin, to be found more 

frequently in the streets for a 

much cheaper price, also 

proven by the Centers for 

Disease Control and 
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Prevention in their article 

Today’s Heroin Epidemic.  

 In attempts to stop 

future generations from doing 

drugs, the Drug Abuse 

Resistance Education, or 

D.A.R.E sought out to educate 

children and teenagers about 

the dangers of drug usage. 

Ironically, the Journal of 

Research in Crime and 

Delinquency found in their 

study of Assessing the Effects 

of School-Based Drug 

Education, that D.A.R.E 

actually had not helped at all. 

Instead, it increased drug use. 

According to the Institute of 

Industrial Relations, taxpayers 

had spent nearly 1.3 billion 

dollars yearly despite it not 

working. Remarkably, 

D.A.R.E. knew that their goal 

was far from being in reach and 

even pressured the Public 

Broadcasting Station to 

disavow themselves after they 

had proven that D.A.R.E. was 

not working. PBS wrote in 

their article Truth & DARE 

that, “D.A.R.E. went ballistic.” 

and, “D.A.R.E. has tried to 

interfere with the publication 

of this. They tried to intimidate 

us… For the first time I can 

remember, we were scared to 

publish a study. D.A.R.E. tried 

to scare out science.” 

 So, if the drug war isn’t 

working, what can we do to 

resolve this problem? How do 

we get people to stop abusing 

drugs? The reality is… we 

can’t! Drugs have been around 

for centuries and they will be 

around for centuries to come. 

Our best option is to open 

medically supervised injecting 

facilities (SIFs) that offer 

detoxification. In Canada, 

facilities like these called 

Insight are found. Here, users 

can enter without fear of being 

arrested and are watched 

carefully in case they overdose. 

Of course, many users here 

have overdosed, but none have 

died because there was help to 

save the users who had 

overdosed. Donald 

Macpherson, executive 

director of the Canadian Drug 

Policy Coalition stated, “On 

Thanksgiving Dinner last year, 

33 people overdosed at Insight 

on fentanyl and none of them 

died because there were people 

there to help… Sadly, down 

the street, a young woman 

down the street injected alone 

in her hotel room and she 

died.” According to the 

National Center for 

Biotechnology Information, 

which researched the rate of 

detoxification service use and 

its impact on facility users, the 

SIF's opening had a 30% 

increase in detoxification 

service use, and an increase in 

people wanted to get treatment 

for their addiction. 

 Instead of spending 

money on a never-ending war 

against drugs, we should spend 

money on facilities that are 

dedicated to helping abusers 

and keeping them from 

endangering their lives. This 

would reduce the mortality rate 

of drug abuse, the billions of 

dollars wasted, and even the 

amount of people doing drugs 

in general. Our society would 

benefit from this and be able 

focus taxes on helping the 

people who are suffering 

instead of fighting a war that 

will never be won. It’s time to 

wave the white flag and help 

those in need.
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Influenza Season 
 

by Alondra Rubio Arreola 

 

What Precisely Defines Influenza? 

 Influenza, otherwise commonly known as 

the flu, is a highly contagious respiratory illness 

that is caused by influenza viruses. The flu tends 

to affect the throat, nose, and in extreme cases, 

the lungs, which are severe cases that could lead 

to death. Symptoms of the flu tend to vary from 

mild to severe, though the prevalent signs will 

develop in a person’s body suddenly as opposed 

to gradually. A person will begin with a consistent 

sign of the flu, this being the beginning of their 

immune system’s lack of fighting with the 

infection. Thus, this leads into the question: what 

are the common symptoms of the flu? 

What Are the Symptoms of the 

Flu? 

Though many may pass the beginning 

symptoms of the flu as a common cold, the 

symptoms will begin to progress and affect the 

person to a greater extent if not assisted. With the 

usual cough and runny nose a part of the cold, the 

fever will also increase in severity. The usual self-

diagnosable symptoms are: chills, muscle aches, 

congestion, fatigue, fever, and headaches. With 

these, an affected person should pursue their 

intentions of seeking medical assistance. Other 

common symptoms of the flu are chest 

discomfort, shortness of breath, nausea, and 

dehydration. With any of the symptoms 

combined, it is strongly urged that a person sees a 

doctor immediately. 

How Can One Avoid the 

Flu? 

In order to avoid the flu, it is strictly urged 

to always sanitize and wash your hands when you 

have the chance to. This prevents the spread of 

germs amongst peers or simply through general 

public interaction. Another way a person can 

avoid the flu is by not rubbing their hands over 

the face. If germs make contact with the mouth, 

eyes, or nose, this makes it easy for germs to 

make contact with a person’s insides. With that, 

another piece that is again, strictly urged, is to 

sanitize and clean all surfaces, such as desks, 

chairs, and other objects that may be 

contaminated with germs that pertain to the flu. 

Another alternative would be flu shots, though 

many may see this as a preference, because it can 

help the immune system become prone to 

bacterial flu viruses. This is best urged when a 

person is tending to avoid the flu at extreme 

measures. 

What Have Been the Statistics on 

the Flu During Recent Times? 

At this time, the flu has made its way to 

be very common amongst the general American 

population. The flu has so far affected age ranges 

2 to 60 plus. In all age groups, influenza has 

become very common, and there have been 

reports of an estimated 3 million and counting 

cases per year in the US alone. 
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PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympic Games 

by Angel Arias 

 

The 2018 Winter Olympics, officially 

known as the XXIII Olympic Winter Games and 

more commonly known as PyeongChang 2018, 

was a major multi-sport event held between the 

9th and 25th of February 2018 in Pyeongchang 

County, Gangwon Province, South Korea. The 

opening ceremony began on Feb 9 and the 

closing ceremony was on Feb 25, in addition to 

that there being certain events held on Feb 8, the 

eve of the opening ceremony.  

 

XXIII Olympic Winter Games 

Host city- PyeongChang County, South Korea 

Motto- Passion and Connected 

Mascot- Soohorang, a white tiger, Bandabi, an 

Asian black bear 

Nations Participating- 92 

Athletes participating- 2,922 (1,680 men and 

1,242 women) 

Events- 102  

Sports- 15  

Debut- Ecuador, Eritrea, Kosovo, Malaysia, 

Nigeria, Singapore 

 

Sports 

 Alpine skiing is the sport or recreation of 

sliding down snow-covered hills on skis 

with fixed-heel bindings. 

 Biathlon is a winter sport that combines 

cross-country skiing and rifle shooting. 

 Bobsleigh is a winter sport in which teams 

of two or four teammates make timed 

runs down narrow, twisting, banked, iced 

tracks in a gravity-powered sleigh. 

 Cross-country skiing is a form of skiing 

where skiers rely on their own locomotion 

to move across snow-covered terrain, 

rather than using ski lifts or other forms 

of assistance. 

 Curling is a sport in which players slide 

stones on a sheet of ice towards a target 

area which is segmented into four 

concentric circles. 

 Figure skating is a sport in which 

individuals, duos, or groups perform on 

figure skates on ice. 

 Freestyle skiing is a skiing discipline 

comprising of aerials, moguls, cross, 

halfpipe and slopestyle as part of the 

Winter Olympics. 

 Ice hockey is a contact team sport played 

on ice, usually in a rink, in which two 

teams of skaters use their sticks to shoot a 

vulcanized rubber puck into their 

opponent's net to score points. 

 Lunge is a small one- or two-person sled 

on which one sleds supine (face up) and 

feet-first. 

 Nordic combined is a winter sport in 

which athletes compete in cross-country 

skiing and ski jumping. 

 Short track speed skating-is a form of 

competitive ice speed skating. In 

competitions, multiple skaters (typically 

between 4 and 6) skate on an oval ice 

track with a length of 111.12 meters 

(364.6 feet). 

 Skeleton is a winter sliding sport in which 

a person rides a small sled, known as a 

skeleton bobsled, down a frozen track 

while lying face down and head-first. 

Sports                 Sports 
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 Ski jumping is a winter sport which was 

first contested in Norway in the late 19th 

century, and later spread through Europe 

and North America in the early 20th 

century. 

 Speed skating is a competitive form of ice 

skating in which the competitors race each 

other in travelling a certain distance on 

skates. 

 Snowboarding is a recreational activity 

and spot that involves descending a snow-

covered slope while standing on a 

snowboard attached to a rider's feet. 

 

 

An Historic Agreement 

Under a historic agreement by the IOC, 

North Korea was unified with South Korea's ice 

hockey team. There were unified under the 

Korean flag during the opening ceremony, but 

both still participated separately. Because of the 

troubling relationship between the two countries, 

this was a tough situation in which the two 

nations unified and talked since two years ago. 

Security was important and some countries feared 

that the games could be ruined and that attacks 

could happen. France, Germany and Austria  

all have stated that they would leave the games if 

security was not raised and safety precautions 

would be in place. By the end, all three countries 

reaffirmed their participation and South Korea 

ensured that the games would be safe. 

 

Notable Records 

Records have been made in the 2018 Winter 

Olympics. While not all are listed, here are a few 

to note: 

 Feb 16, American Nathan Chen became 

the first figure skater to land five 

quadruple jumps in one program. 

 Feb 21, Norwegian cross-country skier 

Marit Bjoergen won a bronze medal and 

hauled 14 Olympic medals, surpassing 

fellow 

norwegian Ole Elina 

Bjorden who held 13 

Olympic medals and by 

February 25 had 15 

medals, 

making 

the most medals 

won by an athlete in 

Winter Games history. 

 

.    

Top 5 Medals by Country 

Countries Gold Silver Bronze Total 

Norway 14  14  11  39  

Germany 14  10  7  31  

Canada 11 8  6 29 

U.S.A. 9 8 6 23 

Netherlands 8  6  6  20  

Sports                 Sports 



 

  

Always Remember Missy  

by Tramanh Dao 

For 26 years, the living memorial has 

stood center, enclosed in a circle, in front of the 

Trevor G. Browne High School auditorium, yet 

so many do not know about its existence or the 

person it honors. Now seen as just another old 

monument of the school’s history, knowledge 

about it is fading, but the intention of it was to 

forever memorialize a student that attended in the 

90s. What was so special about this person that 

there was a tree erected in their honor? Who were 

they?  

Melissa Anne Barnum, known to all as 

“Missy,” was born on May 27, 1979 and grew up 

in Phoenix, Arizona. She was born with the 

condition Osteogenesis Imperfecta, also called 

Brittle Bone Disease, but despite the physical 

limitations it gave her, it never hindered her spirit. 

She lived with her mother, Diane Barnum and her 

grandparents, and was also close with her aunts, 

uncles, and cousins. Sue Hudson was her one-on-

one aide since the age of 2. She was well-known 

for her talents, her bright personality, and her 

positive outlook on life. She went on television, 

radio stations, and was featured in several other 

newsletters. She lived her life to its fullest extent, 

impacting all those around her and accomplishing 

a great amount in 15 years she lived. She died 

September 18, 1992 of congestive heart failure, 

and the memorial was built November 23 of the 

same year. 

Missy loved people and was eager to 

provide help whenever it was needed. A mentor 

and mediator to her friends, she was always 

readily available to listen and assist with any 

problems they had. She did not let her condition 

impede her enjoyments and did not want that to 

happen to others in the same situation either. Her 

response to stares was said to be, “I’m not any 

different from you. I’m just a little girl in a 

wheelchair.” She was the poster child of the 

Arizona Easter Seal Society (a nonprofit 

organization providing support services to people 

with disabilities) for 5 years before she surpassed 

the age limit at 12. She remained involved as 

special ambassador for them and managed to raise 

thousands of dollars to help others with 

disabilities.  

Missy was 

an artist with 

unbounded 

ambitions and 

talents, and, being 

a perfectionist, 

she strived to be 

the best at the 

whatever she did. 

She dreamt of 

becoming a 

professional 

singer or dress 

designer. Being only 2 feet 4 inches tall, she 

designed her own clothing. She would draw out 

outfits she would like to wear and then her 

seamstress would then make them up for her. In 

addition to being an active participant in the 

school choir, her singing career also extended 

outside of the community. Often, she opened the 

People              People 
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Phoenix Suns Basketball Team games with “God 

Bless America” or “America the Beautiful.” A 

Phoenix Suns spokesperson went to her funeral 

when she died, and the team gifted a plaque to her 

mother. She performed before the Regional 

Conference of the United States Olympic 

Committee and to a crowd of 4,000 at the 1991 

Fiesta Bowl Kickoff Luncheon. Another grand 

talent of hers was art, and she was actually the 

president of the school art club. She especially 

enjoyed painting south-western themed and 

nature scenes, but she worked with many 

different mediums. She would paint with the 

canvas upside down, and even used sawblades as 

a canvas, completing over 100 works in her 

lifetime. 

When Missy first enrolled at Trevor G. 

Browne High School, the administration was 

worried about her fragility and if they would be 

able to provide the right services. However, 

delight soon replaced their anxiety as they got to 

know her. Missy was an all honors student, and 

went on to win several school awards, including: 

Spotlight on Teen Woman, Phoenix Union 

Schoolboard Student Award, Who’s Who in High 

School Students, and the Arizona Victory Award. 

After she passed away, her friends and 

classmates wished to commemorate her life, and 

because of her care for the environment, they 

chose something living. The tree was donated by 

the Tip Top Nursery that stood on 43rd Avenue 

and Thomas. The art department had worked on 

preparing the decorations for the Westridge, now 

Desert Sky, Mall, for the coming Christmas 

season. They earned 500 dollars for their hard 

work, which was, presumably, originally intended 

for field trips and the like. However, when they 

learned that a memorial was being planned for 

her, the teachers and students involved all decided 

to donate it to the project. The principal, then 

Clint Strickland, spoke, and students gathered on 

November 23 for the memorial ceremony. The 

choir sang “The Wind Beneath My Wings.” Her 

mother put in the first shovel of dirt around the 

tree once it was placed in the hole, followed by 

her caretaker, and then by different teachers and 

classmates until it was finished. The plaque is 

inscribed with a fitting quote from author Flavia 

Weedn, “Some people come into our lives and 

leave footprints on our hearts and we are never 

ever the same,” signed “We love and miss you.” 

 “Through my life I’ll probably admire 

many people, but one of the people I’ll admire 

most will probably be a girl named Missy Barnum. 

Missy Barnum was my friend. Her death was sad 

and tragic, but did Missy die and leave us all 

alone? No, she will always be with us. Missy will 

be in our memories and our hearts. For some 

people, remembering Missy is hard, but in my 

case, it’s easy, because there was rarely a time 

when I didn’t see Missy with a smile on her face. 
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So now all my memories are filled of her smile 

and her happiness. Missy taught us all a lot about 

life, or should I say, how to live life. Missy 

wouldn’t give up, she had more determination 

than anyone I know. Missy was an artist and a 

singer. She wouldn’t give up, she had to be the 

best at everything. After Missy passed away, I 

heard people who didn’t really know Missy all that 

well ask, “Wasn’t she the one in the wheelchair?” 

But Missy was not just the one in the wheelchair, 

she was the one who played an important part in 

all our lives. She was our friend, our companion. 

Sometimes I feel like I took her for granted, but I 

know now that I was the best friend I could have 

been. Missy lived life, she did more with the time 

she had than many of us will do with our entire 

lifetimes. We can all learn a lot from Missy, we 

can learn that no matter how low life gets, you 

should never give up, and you should try to make 

yourself the best person you can be. And for all 

the things Missy taught us and did for us, I’d just 

like to say thank you.” –Jeremy David’s 1992 

memorial dedication speech, “I Admire”   

It may be difficult to understand who a 

person really was without meeting them, but it is 

clear that she was a very special person who made 

a vast difference during her time on Earth. That is 

why the tree exists. The memorial that was built 

from love is still breathing with her memory in 

front of the auditorium, and hopefully will for as 

long as the school stands and longer still. Missy 

will forever be in the hearts and memories of 

many and should always be remembered.  

 “We feel it was such a privilege and 

honor for Missy and her family to be a part of our 

lives. We were so close, and we had so much love 

for each other. I just wish everyone could have an 

opportunity to have someone like Missy come 

into their life. We are truly thankful that God gave 

us this opportunity.”—Sue Hudson 

 

Sue Hudson and Diane Barnum at Missy’s memorial. 

“I thank God for giving me Melissa everyday. She 

was such a bright shining light in my life. She 

taught so many people the true meaning for 

living. Missy always had a smile and lived everyday 

to it’s fullest. I am thankful and blessed for all the 

love that was given to her. Without Sue fighting 

for her rights at school Missy’s life would not 

have been complete. Thank you Sue and everyone 

for not forgetting my sweet daughter!” –Diane 

Barnum 
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A Shot to See Hamilton: An American Musical

by Tramanh Dao 

On Friday, January 28, 2018, 2,700 

students from 38 different schools in the state of 

Arizona, including a lucky group from Trevor G. 

Browne High School, attended Hamilton: An 

American Musical at ASU Gammage.  The Trevor 

G. Browne students were chaperoned by teachers 

Niki Karandreas, Alyse Kaufman, Patricia 

Blankenship, and Megan Dunklee. This all-day 

trip cost them each only 10 dollars, (excluding 

souvenirs) when these particular tickets are 

considered very valuable and sell up to the 

thousands. 

  The trip was made possible by the 

Hamilton Education Program, whose ultimate 

goal is to improve the teaching and learning of 

American history. It expanded its services to a 

nationwide level when the musical went on tour 

for the 2017-2018 year. Through a grant by the 

Rockefeller Foundation, Title I high schools 

(schools that serve a majority of low-income 

students) in selected cities were able to apply for 

subsidized tickets. A total of 80 tickets were 

originally released at school to only juniors, to 

supplement their U.S. history classes, but the 

opportunity opened up to all grades on the last 

day because of available space. Students were then 

required to attend meetings, complete a packet, 

and research to create a short, Hamilton-inspired 

performance with a team. Every group had the 

option to send in a recording of their 

performance for the chance to be chosen to 

perform on the Gammage stage the day of the 

show.  

That Friday, as Trevor G. Browne 

students were ushered through Portal 10 to their 

balcony seats, the students whose performances 

were chosen were having their photos taken on 

the stage below. Although no groups were chosen 

from school and few groups made submissions in 

the first place, they were served with 

presentations from talented peers from other 

schools. They were enthusiastically introduced by 

cast members Dorcas Leung, a standby for 

Angelica Schuyler, and Yvette Leung, a swing (a 

standby dancer). The schools that performed 

included: Agua Fria, Betty H. Fairfax, Casa 

Grande, Desert Edge, Dobson, Independence, 

Maricopa, Maryvale, McClintock, Pima 

Performing Arts, Sierra Linda, Sonoran Science 

Academy, and Washington High School. 

Throughout the original raps, songs, and 

speeches, America’s separation from Great Britain 

was cleverly justified and the stories of minorities 

that were not included in the musical were 

highlighted. 

Afterwards, Dorcas and Yvette joined cast 

members Isaiah Johnson (George Washington), 

Peter Matthew Smith (King George), Nicholas 

Christopher (Aaron Burr), and the Hamilton 

wardrobe supervisor (unnamed) for a cast Q&A. 

Students had the chance beforehand to submit 

questions, and certain ones were chosen to be 

included in the session. Lunch came when that 

was over, before the seating was assigned for the 

actual show.  
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Having frequently received raving, 

positive reviews, the students had come in with 

high expectations and, fortunately, the show did 

not seem to disappoint the young audience 

members. Although the lines for souvenirs had 

been long before the show, during intermission, 

an even larger crowd hustled to purchase items. 

The performance evoked passionate reactions and 

a standing ovation when it was over. 

“Everything about it was amazing. Every single 

part of the lighting, stage, and props were used in 

creative ways. The dancers were all in sync, the 

vocals were strong, and the lyrics were fun and 

catchy. Everything had a purpose to move the 

story along. The actual performance was 

amazing., seeing the characters brought to life and 

feeling that they were real, how the dancing 

emphasized the current scenes, and my favorite 

part was the songs, they each had a life of their 

own, each had a different feeling and impactful 

words. Hamilton’s story was really interesting and 

at the end I wanted to watch even more.”—

Celeste Ceja, Sophomore  

“I think the 10 dollars paid to watch Hamilton 

was well-spent. I think I would have paid more 

considering how amazing the play was. This 

opportunity has opened my mind to continue 

going to such plays.”—Juan Ojeda, Junior 

‘I felt grateful to see Hamilton because I never 

thought I would see it. I thought the show was 

amazing, and I already knew it would be, but it 

was even better than I thought it would be. Now I 

can’t stop listening to the soundtrack.” —Jaileen 

Uriarte, Senior 

“As a theatre teacher, Hamilton the Musial is such 

a modern, hip, explosive history show that people 

are going to talk about forever! It is really 

changing the way theatre performances are going 

to be. Having any kind of students, not just 

theatre students, see this show hopefully inspired 

them to be strong humans in their future! The 

characters in the show were in their late teens 

when they decided to start a revolution, and if it 

comes time, I want our students to be as brave as 

Hamilton and his colleagues were! Seeing the 

show with about 2800 high school students was 

so heart-pounding. This show is 95% rap, and it 

took me a year or so to really understand what 

they were saying, but for the students, they 

understood every word hearing it for the first 

time. And the best part of the show.... I will never 

forget hearing every little joke the actors made, 

because with 2700 students, the entire theatre 

filled with (pretend someone just threw some 

shade) “Ooooooohhhhhhhhh!!” It literally made 

my day!” —Megan Dunklee 
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Spanish Poetry Slam 
Tuesday, February 13, 2018, the Spanish for Spanish Speakers Professional Learning Community 

(SSSPLC) hosted the 3rd annual Spanish Poetry Slam in the community room. It was coordinated by 

Guadalupe Meza, and different periods from her class and the classes of Christian Fadel, Guillermo Garcia, 

Flor Medina, and Brisa Cordova participated. The winners from each period were judged by their 

memorization, pronunciation, posture and movements, expression, and tone of voice by volunteers. Below 

is both the original version and English translation of a poem (excuse translation errors), from a winner in 

Flor Medina’s Spanish 1-2 class, a freshman named Melvin Carbajal.

No Somos Diferentes 

No importa de dónde eres, ni quien te 

crees, podrás ser francés o portugués, americano o 

hispano, pero nuestra verdadera nacionalidad es la 

humanidad, lastimosamente nuevas generaciones 

crecerán con el veneno que los adultos no tienen el 

valor de eliminar, y eso es el odiar, tendemos a 

mirar el color en vez de aumentar el amor, muchos 

pasamos por humillación y nunca hay un perdón, 

porque miramos si es blanco, negro o hispano y 

depende a su color juzgamos, hoy escribo por amor 

a la vida para decir que no somos otra cosa para ya 

no compartir, que la jerarquía nunca más debe 

existir, que los colores nos distinguen pero no nos 

hacen ni más ni menos, para creernos. Que muera 

el racismo y nazca la bondad para que así amemos 

más a la humanidad, que no existan las clases 

sociales, y aprendamos como los animales que 

entre si se aman y no se odia, pero me gustaría que 

el día de mañana el único color que importe sea el 

del alma, hay que aprender a amar no a odiar, 

ayudar no ha rechazar, a tener bondad con la 

humanidad. Un ser humano no es superior ni por 

ser inteligente, tampoco lo es por su color o por 

creerse más que la gente, todos venimos de una 

madre y no nacemos odiando, todo depende de lo 

que nos estén enseñando, muchos piensan que ser 

negro es inferior, pero si te das cuenta sus huesos 

blancos son. Hay que aprender a vivir no ha herir, 

a respetar no a matar, no al racismo, no al odio, no 

a la discriminación, Dios nos creó y somos su 

nación. 

We Are Not Different 

No matter where you are from, or who you 

believe in, you can be French or Portuguese, 

American or Hispanic, but our true nationality is 

humanity, unfortunately new generations will grow 

up with the poison that adults do not have the 

courage to eliminate, and that is hate, we tend to 

look at color instead of just spreading love, many 

of us go through humiliation and there is never  

forgiveness, because we see if it is white, black or 

Hispanic and we judge depending on color, today 

I write for the love of life to say that we are not 

something to no longer share, that the hierarchy 

must never again exist, that colors distinguish us 

but do not make us more or less, believe us. Let 

racism die and goodness be born so that we love 

humanity more, so that social classes do not exist, 

and we learn how animals love each other and do 

not hate each other, but I would like tomorrow to 

say that the color whatever the soul may be 

matters, we must learn to love not to hate, to help, 

not to reject, to have kindness towards humanity. 

A human being is not superior neither for being 

intelligent nor for his color or for believing himself 

to be more than other people, we all come from a 

mother and we are not born hating, everything 

depends on what we are being taught, many think 

that being black is lower, but if you realize it, white 

bones are. We must learn to live, not to hurt, to 

respect not to kill, to not be racist, to not hate, to 

not discriminate, God created us and we are his 

nation. 
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My Trip to Medina 

by Majd Salti 

Last we left off, I talked about my trip to 

Makkah in Saudi Arabia to do Umrah, a lesser 

version of the Hajj pilgrimage. This trip was 

followed by a bus ride from Makkah to the city of 

Medina, a place just north of Makkah. The city is 

loaded with many artifacts and historic pieces 

regarding the life of Prophet Muhammad (peace 

be upon him). It also has the same active society 

as Makkah. It is a city with a deep history, so I 

suggest we get right into it!  

 Upon arriving, it was already very late at 

night, so after some sleep at yet another 5-star 

hotel (it’s part of the travel package that we got), 

we set off to the main attraction of Medina right 

away, the Prophet Mosque. The area wasn’t as 

crowded as the Kaabah mosque, but there were 

many people. Unlike Makkah, there is a much 

greater Arab than Asian 

population. The city is 

built all around this 

mosque, which is the 

center of gathering for 

most occasions. Other 

than the prayers that take 

place here 5 times a day, 

people go here for a refill 

in Zamzam water (see 

part 1 in the previous 

edition for the definition) 

or to visit the many 

monuments within the 

mosque, such as the 

tomb of the Prophet or a 

certain very special place which I will get to later. 

During my visit in the city, I was also able to visit 

many more historic mountains and even a cool 

museum that talks about the life of the Prophet. 

 The shops around Medina are as Arab as 

they get. Most of the shops sell dates, a type of 

dried fruit commonly eaten with breakfasts that 

has high nutritional value. Dates are very 

common in Medina, and as it is told, including the 

healthiest kinds, they have the greatest variety of 

dates out of everywhere else on Earth. Since the 

value of a single US dollar is about 3 or 4 Saudi 

Riyals, you bet I bought a lot of dates. I’m talking 

like 2 kilograms of each of the really good kinds. 

The thing is that they were eaten as quickly as 

they were bought. Worth it though, haha. But 

Medina has much more to explore other than its 

great amount of date shops. 

 

Memorials and monuments are one of the 

main reasons people visit Medina. Many historic 

battles took place during the Prophet’s time there. 

Perhaps the most notable of these was the Battle 

of Uhud in which one of the ladies of Quraish 

(the tribe living in Makkah at the time) ordered a 

fierce African slave warrior to fight for them in 

their next battle in Medina. This man’s name was 

Wahshi (“monstrous” in Arabic) and he was 

known among the slaves of Makkah to have the 

most precise spear-throwing skills. During the 

Battle, Wahshi ran out into the battlefield among 

The Prophet Mosque skyline with the infamous green 

dome. 
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the clashing of the swords and located Hamza, 

the Prophet’s uncle and strongest warrior. With 

one throw of the spear, Hamza was knocked off 

his horse and pinned to the ground, killed 

instantly. After the battle, the lady who had hired 

Wahshi went over to where Hamza’s body laid, 

ripped his heart straight out of his chest and 

proceeded to drink his blood and eat a bit of his heart. 

The rest was sold for money to shower Wahshi 

with. In the years following, both Wahshi and the 

lady who hired him eventually converted to Islam, 

but the Prophet told them to always walk behind 

him if they see him out of self-control for himself. 

Medina is also where many historic mosques were 

built. Other than the Prophet mosque, there is the 

mosque of Two Qiblahs, or directions of prayer, 

where Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) received 

command from Archangel Gabriel to stop praying 

towards Jerusalem and face toward the Kaabah.  

Another famous mosque is the Al Jummah. 

 Earlier I mentioned some very special 

places in the Prophet mosque. First of all, there’s 

the Tomb of the Prophet, which as the name 

implies, is the place where the Prophet was buried 

along with his closest companions. There is also 

the Rawda region, an area that was formerly the 

house of the Prophet. It is told in a narration 

from the Prophet that, “Whoever does a prayer in 

my house [the Rawda area] is like doing a prayer 

in Paradise”. This makes the area a very crowded 

place with tight security. 

Anyways, that is my trip to Medina in the 

simplest way I can put it. If you have any 

questions about my trip, email them to 

mjsalti@hotmail.com and your question may get 

featured in the next edition! Thanks for reading 

and don’t forget to stay sharp!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
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Breaking up with Great Britain: Examples of 

Aggressive Letters to Write to Abusive Partners 
Dear England… 

We need to cut ties. I 

dislike how you don’t let me 

trade with whoever I’d like to 

trade with. Also, what’s up with 

all that taxation? You’re doing 

that for you instead of for us. 

That’s taxation tyranny. The 

reason I dropped the tea in the 

ocean was because you pushed 

me that far. I want my life back, 

my free life, my liberty, and my 

happiness. You’re too much to 

handle, you royal prissy boy. 

Just remember, it’s not me, it’s 

you.”  

Sincerely,  

Alex Rodriguez 

We are not working 

right now. This relationship 

only benefits you. You are 

taking advantage of all our 

people. I’m sorry, it’s you, not 

me. For example, I can’t like 

being with a person that has 

power problems. Once you 

control something, you abuse it 

extremely. Another reason is 

that I have no freedom. You 

are tea and I’m a coffee person. 

We’re no longer together. 

Sincerely,  

Edmundo Villanueva 

We had a great run 

through the time we have been 

together…actually, no, we 

didn’t, you have put me in 

more uncomfortable situations 

than I can count. You get so 

jealous of people, my friends, I 

might add, who I have known 

way before you. You cut all my 

connections to my social life, 

where it made my mental 

health better. You try to 

control everything I do! You 

always speak for me! I’m an 

independent woman and I 

don’t need you thinking you 

can decide everything for me. 

You even try to use all my 

money. You don’t even try to 

pay for things. Anyway! Have a 

good life, I hope you’re happy! 

Sincerely, 

Alexia Valenzuela 

I don’t know how else 

I can say this, but we are done. 

I’m breaking up with you, it 

just feels like we are not what 

we used to be. I have also been 

seeing someone else called 

freedom who treats me the way 

I should be treated. I got sick 

and tired of you treating me 

like a kid by not letting me 

trade with whoever I wanted 

to. Another thing that would 

drive me nuts is that you would 

overtax everything, even sugar! 

Also, your friend, the king, was 

very annoying and bossy since 

I was not allowed to talk back 

to him. Our relationship also 

lacked privacy since we had to 

let some of your friends live in 

our house. I would say it’s not 

you, it’s me, but it’s definitely 

your fault. 

Sincerely, 

Dariel Rodriguez 

It’s not me, it’s you. 

Since we started dating, I’ve 

always noticed how you saw 

me for my physical features 

and didn’t really date me to 

know me personally, you only 

saw me as an object. You 

started out by claiming 

absolute power over me and I 

was never allowed to question 

your actions.  What kind of 

relationship is that? You also 

allowed strangers to stay in my 

home without my permission. 

Above all this, you taxed me 

without representation, come 

say that to my face. I’m done 

being your slave. It’s over. I 

know how violent you can get, 

but I’m done, I’m not scared of 

you.   If you try to take me by 

force, I’ll have a target on your 

head. You and I are no longer 

connected in any way and I 

don’t want to hear from you.” 

Sincerely, 

Pedro Ambriz 
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9 End of Third Term 

8 Choir Spring Concert 

12-16 Spring Recess 

21 District Late Start 

30 Cesar Chavez Recess 

A
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l 14 Prom 

21 Saturday School 
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5 Saturday School 

16-17 Choir Pop Concert 

18 Senior Exams 

22-23 Semester Exams 

23 Graduation 

23 Last Class Day 

25 End of Fourth Term 

 

Art                               Calendar 

   


